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PRESS RELEASE							September 23rd, 2010


Contact: Diana Bell


Community Labor United


W 617-723-2639 / C 617-823-1755


� HYPERLINK "mailto:diana@massclu.org" ��diana@massclu.org� 





"GIVE US ACCESS TO THE GREEN ECONOMY!”  SAY HUNDREDS OF MA RESIDENTS AT A BOSTON COMMUNITY FORUM SEPT 22nd





Last night over 300 residents and union members from across the state gathered in Jamaica Plain and called on utility companies and state officials to make more jobs and home weatherization available to low-income communities and communities of color.





From 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. leaders from the � HYPERLINK "http://massclu.org/green-justice-campaign" �Green Justice Coalition�, a two-year-old alliance made up of more than 50 community, labor, and environmental organizations, testified about barriers in the state’s weatherization program. In particular, speakers emphasized the need for better jobs, affordability and better community outreach as ways to make home weatherization and good jobs more accessible for everyone.  As Mimi Ramos, Executive Director of New England United for Justice, highlighted: “With winter coming and the economy still in crisis, we really need the state’s home weatherization program…many of us live in old, drafty houses and apartment and pay high heating bills that we can’t afford.  We need retrofits to lower those bills and to clean up the air that gives so many of our kids’ asthma.” Green Justice research indicates that lower-income communities are paying millions of dollars into the weatherization program but are not able to use it for weatherizing their own homes.


Representatives from the state’s labor and energy department, as well from the Attorney General’s office, attended and responded to leader’s requests for greater commitments to increasing accessibility and labor standards in the home weatherization industry.  Frank Gorke, the coordinator of the state’s energy efficiency council, said, “We are committed to working with you to get past the barriers for your communities in job creation, financing, and community outreach." Gorke then read a message from Governor Deval Patrick, who was unable to attend the event because of a prior commitment. 


At the end of October the state’s utility companies will file “mid-course modifications” to their three-year, $1.4 billion energy efficiency plans. The Green Justice Coalition sees this as the moment to change these programs and make them more accessible. The specifics of our proposed corrections can be found in a new report, “� HYPERLINK "http://massclu.org/sites/clud6.prometheuslabor.com/files/Access%20For%20All.pdf" �Creating Access for All�,” on CLU’s website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.massclu.org" ��www.massclu.org�).  Community actions will continue and escalate over the next month to push for changes in this important area of the green economy in our Commonwealth. 
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In detail:


Low- to moderate-income utility customers are paying into the utilities’ energy efficiency programs every month. But weatherization isn’t free, and many or most can’t afford the 25% fee they must pay to insulate their homes for the winter.


The utilities’ weatherization marketing programs aren’t effectively reaching communities of color and low-income communities.


There are no plans to improve job quality or track who gets the 4,000 jobs that our $1.4 billion will create.


There isn’t enough accountability. While the utility companies dispute these findings, they are refusing to collect or release the data that will show who’s getting the weatherization and the jobs.





This is not just unfair, it’s a road to failure. Low- to moderate-income ratepayers are 27% of all Massachusetts households. Their homes are among the oldest in the state, and have the greatest potential for energy savings once weatherized. If they are excluded, Massachusetts can never reach the ambitious greenhouse gas reduction targets that it set in the 2008 Green Communities Act, which says in Section 116(b)(3):


	The plan shall include strategies to meet each of the goals and shall also address


	the following topics:


	… (3) equitable distribution of program benefits to all customers and particularly


	low income customers to address the affordability and adverse impacts on low-


	income households of energy costs and demand mitigation strategies….





The Green Justice alternative is compelling. It offers a triple payoff for the scarce dollars that Massachusetts taxpayers and ratepayers are investing in the state’s energy efficiency programs. We could:


Reduce our greenhouse gas emissions and start rolling back global warming.


Cut our energy bills and keep people in their homes.


Create thousands of high-quality union jobs for inner-city residents that stem the foreclosure crisis and fix the broken job market that blue-collar workers face. 





The Green Justice Coalition has issued three reports that progressively document the barriers to access that low-income communities and communities of color face. They are attached here and on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://massclu.org/our-research-model-supporting-organizing-campaigns" ��http://massclu.org/our-research-model-supporting-organizing-campaigns�.
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Alternatives for Community & Environment, Boston Teacher’s Union, Chelsea Collaborative, Chinese Progressive Association, City Life/Vida Urbana, Greater Boston Labor Council, Massachusetts Affordable Housing Alliance, New England Council of Carpenters, New England United 4 Justice, Painters & Allied Trades District Council 35, Project RIGHT, 1199 SEIU, SEIU Local 615, UNITE HERE New England Council








